bn, — oe + + 6.1 
n 1 


x 
* 


— 


q_ 


-< 


% W9 % 


a .. 
8 * 


— 


U 


a» „. 


— 


#4 #% * 


S 


* 


a.) 


n 


* 


* 


# =. 
% 4 


a .% 


+ 
— 5 r 


re 


A 


” % n 


* 
S, 


2 


L 


DE F E N C E 


9 of the late 
; Lord BOLLINGBROKE' A 
4 
EF E T * E R 8 
ON the | 
: | Study and Uk of fp. 
+ þ By N. VOLTAIRE, 
7 vl from the French. 

| 

© London: 


Printed for 7. Nourſe, oppoſite 8 
 therine-fireet in the Strand. 1753. 


- . HARVARD COLLEGE LR? 
. 
SUBSCRIPTION FO OB 
ENGLISH RISTORIGAL TRACTS | 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tus reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
in the following piece M. VoLTairE * 


aſſumes the character of a proteſtant, 


having publiſhed the n * 
a fictitious name. 


Ln 


5 E F E N 0 e 
| Of the late ; 


Lord Boumnowous's $ Letters &: 


1 is a duty COILS! on every 
man, to defend the memory of 
> perſons eminent in rank and me- 


rit. We ſhall therefore undertake the 
cauſe of the late lord BOLLINGBROKF, 
who has been groſſy inſulted in ſome 
periodical papers, on the account of 


his excellent letters publiſhed ſinoe his 
deceaſe. In one of thoſe journals it is 


faid, that his name ought to have na 


- weight i in matters of religion and morali- 5 
ty. With regard to morality, I can- 


not help thinking, but that the noble 
lord who furniſhed the admirable Mr. 


. Pops with the firſt principles of his 
A 9 Eſſay 


Ys q 
EOF. 
. 5 a 


3 
þ- 
"= 
My 
4 
* 
- 
ky 
) 


©}, © Mille”. - Cx, Mx» AF ASSET: — > Sh 


= 
Eſſay on man, muſt be. beyond = 


doubt, the greateſt maſter of wiſdom 
and morality, that ever exiſted. And 
as to religion, he has never touched 
upon the ſubject, but as a perſon tho: 


roughly verſed in hiſtory and philoſo- 
phy. He was ſo modeſt as to confine 


himſelf to the hiſtorical part, which 
open to the inquiry of the learned; 


and in all probability, if thoſe who : 
have wrote againſt him with ſuch acri- 


mony, had well examined what the 
noble vicount has ſaid, what he might _ 
have ſaid, as well as what he has omit= @ = 
ted ſaying, they would have them 
more reſpec̃t to his memory. As my 
lord Bor LIN OBROEE did not think 
proper to enter into any theological dif 
cuſſions concerning Mosxs; we —_ 
follow his example in "the following ; 
defence, ; 5 


4 _— 7 *. 
„„ , 
- y 1 


5 1 8 it will ks proper to 
ID remark, that faith is the firmeſt ſup- 
port. of chriſtianity, . and that it is 
faith alone which induces us to give ere 
dit to the ſtories related in the Pen- 
tateuch. If we were obliged to cite 


1 books before the tribunal of 


pure reaſon, would it be poſſible ever 
to determine the diſputes they have 
5 raiſed? Can reaſon lain, how the 
ſerpent ſpoke in the = of old, how 


2} he ſeduced the mother of mankind, 


5 how BALAANM's aſs ſpoke to her maſ- 


; ter, and ſo many other things that 


are ſet out of the reach of our weak 


5 and imperfect knowledge ? ? Does not 
that prodigious crowd of miracles, 


ſucceeding each other with ſuch rapi- 


4 dity,  aſtoniſh and ſurpriſe the human 


1 underſtanding? Is it poſſible for us 
to comprehend, when left to the fee- 


5 ble light of our own underſtandings, 


A 4 25 how 


how the Egyption prieſts ſhould 'have 


worked the ſame prodigies as Moszs, 
who was ſent by the true Gov; for 


example, that they ſhould have turn- 4 


ed all the waters of Egypt into blood, 
after Moszs had made this amazing 


tranſmutation ? And what philoſoph ß 
is capable of explaining how the ERH 


tian prieſts could have found water to 
change into blood, after Moszs had 


already made 2 252 gy metamor- 5 


phoſis? EOS | 114 | a . 


i indeed, 11 we had no other 
ye than the weak ow — i 


pages in the pentareuch that we c 


Zive our aſſent to, according to the 
rules eſtabliſhed by men, to judge of 


human affairs. Beſides, all the world = 


allows that it is impoſſible to reconcile 
the confuſed chronology, which pre- 


vails 3 this whole: * they 5 
| allow 


| paſſages, When my lord Bor In- 


| tions of religion; and insel, this 


uy 


low alſo chat the Gicred: eogra 
1 many places is accurate. — 
of ſome eities which we find in thoſe 
writings, and which were not ſo called 
till a long time after, create à vaſt 
deal of perplexity, notwithſtanding 
the great pains ſome commentators 
have taken to expound ſuch difficult 


BROKE applied the rules of criticiſm to 
the books of the Pentateuch, it was 
not his intent to ſhake the founda- 


| was his very reaſon for ſeparating the 


|  thoſs who have attempted to decry 
___ thim. This great genius has in ſome 


dogmatical part from the hiſtorical, 
with ſuch care and eircumſpection, as 
deſerves greatly the commendations of 


meaſure diſarmed- his adverſaries, by 
ſieparating faith from reaſon, which is 
the only way to terminate all theſe diſ- 


him, 


109˙ 


him, ook afvecially father suson, were 
of his opinion, declating that it 
was of very little „ whe 
ther Moses himſelf was the author 
of - Geneſis and Exodus, or whether 
the prieſts in ſucceeding times collect- 
cd the traditions left by the jewiſh le- 
giflator. | It ſuffices that we beliere 
theſe books with an humble and ſub- 
miſſiye faith, without preciſely W | 
ing the author, to whom God alone 
did - viſibly. inſpire —_ to confornd 5 
Human reaſon. In „ 36 arty 


Br Show . wh the * man, = 
3 whoſe cauſe we have eſpouſed, tell us, : 

| that it is as clearly proved that Moses = 

7s the author of the Pentateuch, as that 
Homer aorote the Thad. They will 

give me leave to anſwer them, that 


the compariſon is not juſt... Homes = 


in his Iliad does not mention any fact 
that 2 a ng time after his 


| death. 


5 . attacked. 


4 11 

Aach. Hit, dog not, Ui Würm Sd 
5 provinces by names Which they were 
not known by in his time. It i 1s there- 
fore evident, that if we were to be di- 4 
rected only by the rules of profane cri- 
 ficiſm, we ſhould have "reaſon to pre- ; 
ſame that Homes is the author of the 
Iliad, but not that Moss wrote the 
Pentateuch. Nothing but an implicit i 
ſubmiſſion to religion, removes all theſe 
difficulties ; and I ſee no reaſon why 
my lord BorLIxcBROE x, who profeſſed 
the ſame ſubjection to that reli gion as 
any other perſon, ſhould have been fo | 


* — 


i Tur pretend to be 5 that he 

. never read ABBAD1 E. But who is 

it they thus reproach? A man who 
had read almoſt every thing; nay * 

| man who quotes't this very author. (7) 


8 a) Soothe ek cabuind e bit oats 4 
Ry 4 uſe of hiſtory, printed by MixrraR. p. 94. 


d 


1 oun he 1 a great contempt for 


ABBADIE ; but it muſt alſo. be agreed, 
that ABBap1z wag not a writer to be put 
in competition with my lord BoLLING- 
| BROKE, Sometimes he defends the 
facred trutlis of religion with the arms 
of impoſture. He had particular no- 


tions, which are judged erroneous "BM ” 


regard to the Trinity; and i in fine, he 
= died raving mad 1 in Dublin. TOTES 


Tury 7 repro ach” the — * vi- $ 
count with not having read the abbe = 
HovuTeviLLe's book, intitled, Religion 3 
| proved. by fafts. I knew this abbe . 
HouTzviLLz : he lived many years 
with a farmer of the king $ revenues, 
who had a very pretty ſeraglio. He 


was afterwards ſecretary to the famous 
cardinal du Bois, who refuſed to re- 


whoſe life is well known to the pub- 


ceive the ſacraments at his death, and 5 


lie. He dedicated his book to-cardi- 5 


* 0 on © 
: EAT, + 


nuald Abvrxc, who was created abbot 


[4]. 


of Cluni' propter clunes. I was then at 


Paris, where they made themſelves ve- 
doubt, that the objections in that 
book. againſt the chriſtian religion, 
happen very unfortunately to be ſtrong · 
er than the anſwers ; which has made 
a fatal impreſſion, on the generality of 
ſenſible. readers, the effefts of which 
we daily ſee, to our great grief and 


Mr lord Born G BROKR ſays, that 


1 —ů 
ce decline. But do not his adverſaries 


z ſay the very ſame thing? Do not they 


for their own good, as well as for that. 


ON eee eee that it is not by 


* 141] 


| 8 en with chad, n 
ments, they muſt expect to convince 
the underſtandings of thoſe who are ſo 
Unfortunate as to be  incredulous. 
| Abuſive language ſhocks-all mankind, 
and conveys no perſuaſion. ' It is too 
much the practice to beſtow the op- 
probrious epithets of diſſolute and de- 
baucbed, on philoſophers. who ſhould 
only be ww for "OO munen in 
their . 


| than | wk. my lord Box LIN G- = 
' BROKE'S adverſaries treat him as a 
debauchee, for communicating his 
thoughts on hiſtory to my lord Coxx- 
BURY. I cannot ſee what relation 
this charge has to his book. If a per- 
write in favour of fornication, or an 
uſurer in defence of uſury, or an 
Apicrus upon good living, or a tyrant 
or rebel againſt the inſtitution of laws, 


n 8 
CG 


1 


1 kick men as böse would, no doubt, 
deſerve to be told, that their writings E 
were only a copy of their morals: but 

a a ſtateſman, like my lord Bor Lin- 
BROKE, living in a philoſophical re- 
tirement, and generouſly opening his 
: vaſt ſtore of litterature, to improve the | 
. underſtanding of a young nobleman. ; - 
_ worthy of his inſtruction, did not cer- 
tainly merit, that men who ought to 
ſet an example of decency and good 
manners, ſhould impute thoſe writings, 
the product of cloſe reaſoning and 
| profound ſtudy, to 7 W irre- ; 
gularities. 2 


* what ih aa 3 is it allowed — 
| charge a man. with the diſorders of Kis 
paſt life? Perhaps, only when his mo- 
rals contradict his doctrine. There is | 
no harm in comparing the ſermons of a 
famous preacher in our days, with the. 
| robberies he committed upon my lord 
| Gat 


[46], 


GALLWAY, and with his continu- 
cd ſcene of intrigues and amours. 


3 , 


There is no harm in comparing the 
ſermons of a celebrated rector of the 
Irvalids, and of FanTiN. rector of 
Verſailles, with the action brou ght 
againſt them for ſedueing and robbing 
their penitents. In fine, there is no harm 
in comparing the morals of fo many 
popes and biſhops, with the religion 
which they maintained by fire and 
ſword. We might on one ſide ſet 
their robberies, their baſtards, their 
_ affaflinations; and on the other their 


i | bulls and mandates. On ſuch occaſions 
as theſe we may be allowed to deviate 
8 a little from that ſtrict rule of charity, 

4 1 which enjoins us to conceal the faults 
ll 2 ol our brethren. But who is it that 
ll told che detractors of my! lord BorriIxo- 7 


l BROKE, that he had a paſſion for wo- 
; | 8 men and wine? And even if he had | 
ll Wy ſuch pafſe on, even if he had had 
. 


10 


as many concubines as Dav1p, 801 
Mot, or the Grand Turk, what is all 


that in regard to the diſcovery of the 


real author of the Pentateu ch ? 


W nad ge that PO are but 


0 10 many deiſts; and it is a melancholy 
conſideration, that all parts of Europe 


abound with them. They are in the 
magiſtracy, in the army, in the church, 


: near the throne, and even upon the 
throne itſelf. The republic of letters 


eſpecially ſwarms with them; for they 


fill almoſt every academy. Will it be 


ſaid, that i it 18 the ſpirit of debauchery, : 
: libertiniſm, and a lawleſs indulgence of 


7 the paſſions, that has united them in 
8 the ſame ſentiments? Shall we dare to 
ſpeak of them with an affected air of 


contempt? If they were ſo very con- 


temptible, their adverſaries would 
write againſt them with leſs raneour ; 


| but there is reaſon to fear, that this 
3 Ja i rancour 


. hg 
_— 


3 


PP 
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rancour, which is but too real, r 

theſe airs of contempt, which are all 
affected, will produce an effect quite 

contrary to what might naturally be 


expected, from a gentle and charitable 


zeal, ſupported 8655 found doctrine and 
true r 1 1 . 


hor why; ſhould we treat the a | 


who are not idolaters, worſe than the 


papiſts, whom we have charged with 


idolatry ? We ſhould hiſs at a jeſuit, 5 


Who would pretend now to ſay, that it 
is libertiniſm which makes people pro J 
teſtants. We ſhould laugh at a pro- 5 

teſtant, Who was to tell us, that it is | 


the corrupt morals - of the papiſts, ; 


which induce them to go to maſs. | 
What right have we then to tell Philo- 5 


ſophers, who worſhip only one God, 


I but 80 neither t to maſs nor meeting, 


„ 
3 
realots throw. out their indecent abuſe 
againſt ' perſons, who indeed are ſo 


unhappy as to be miſtaken, but whoſe 


life and converſation might ſerve as a 
pattern to thoſe who attempt to vilify 
them. There are inſtances of writers 
of periodical papers, who have puſhed 
their effrontery ſo far, as to point out | 
in opprobrious terms, the moſt reſpec- 
table as well as moſt potent perſonages 
in Europe. It is not long ſince we 
have ſeen a public paper, the writer of 
which tranſported by indifcreet zeal, 
or ſome other motive, falls into a 
ſtrange kind of extravagance in railing 
againſt thoſe who are of opinion, that 
wiſe laws, military diſcipline, an equita- 


ble admituſtration, and virtuous examples, .. 
are ſufficient to govern mankind ; and that 


| the care of governing conſciences ought 
10 be left ro God. In this pamphlet, 
VCF a very 


1 


125 J 


a very great man was treated | in 1 Abe 3 


ſpectful terms. He might have taken 
revenge of him as a man; as a prince 
he might have puniſhed him; but he 
anſwered like a philoſopher : £< theſe . 
 wwretches muſt certainly be convinced of 
our virtues, and eſpecially of our indul- 
| gence, ſince they inſult us thus, without 
. and with m=e brutality. 
Turs anſwer ought to endend the 
| author, whoever he was, who in 
g defending the cauſe of chriſtianity 
9 had recourſe to ſuch odious arms. We 
Wo beſeech our brethren, to render them 
| | ſelves amiable in order to render our 
l | religion amiable. And indeed, what 
0 can a wiſe prince, a grave magiſtrate, 
| l a philoſopher who has ſpent his days in 
Jil literary retirement, in ſhort, all thoſe 
| Who have been ſo unfortunate as to 
Il have been induced to embrace deiſm 
by the ſpecious arguments of a deceit- 


a 1 
ful philoſophy, what can they think, 


when they ſee ſuch a ſwarm of pam- 
Phlets, in which they are treated as 
perſons whoſe heads are full of chi- 


maerical notions, as petits maitres, as 
1 good jeſters and bad livers? Let us 
take heed, leſt they be confirmed in 


| their ſentimens by the contempt and 


- indignation, which thobe writin 9 nt 


1 Ne r 1240 


10 theſe conſiderations we may 


: 2 a new miokive. It is that this 


_ crowd of deiſts with which Europe is 
overſtocked, are a great deal nearer re- 
ceiving the truths of our religion, 
than adopting the dogma's of the Ro 
man \communion. . They all acknow- 


| ledge that our religion is more agreea- 


ble to reaſon and ' ſenſe, than that of 
the papiſts. Let us not remove them 
farther from us, we who alone are ca- 
_ * brin ging. them back into the 
ö B 3 Night 


— — SI a my 
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him: you have only one ſtep to male 
from the religion of Noan to the pre. 
cepts given to 'ABRAnam. From the 
religion of ARA HAM proceed to that 


* 2 S 
2 _ wc AT x v pe 


We 


T2] . 
right way. They warlkip' ons God, N 


and ſo do we; they inculcate the prin- 
ciples of virtue, and ſo do we. They 
would have us be ſubject to the higher 
powers, to treat all mankind as our 
brethren; we think in this reſpect as 
they do, and we both ſet out with the 


ſame principles. Let us then behave 
towards them as relations that have the 


family deeds in their hands, and are 


ready to 22 them to thoſe, who 


8 only know that they are deſcended from 
progenitors, but cannot ew N of 
_ CP OIL ” 8 


ſame kack, and have the ſame 


A DzIST i is a man be W 


gion of ADAM, SEM, and Noa. : 


go far he agrees with us. Let us ſay to 


* 


[= 


fi A Quit imm jat y the re- 
ligion of Moses for that of the Meſ- 


been corrupted, you muſt chuſe from 
among WIcIIrr, LUTHER, | JoHN 
Huss, Carvin, MziancuTron,:Oc- 


colauranius, ZW 1NGL1US, STORCK, 


PARKER, SERVETUS, SOCINUS,: Fox, 
and other reformers, Thus you will 
have a clue which will guide you in 
this great labyrinth from the creation 
of the world till the year 1752. If 
be ſhould anſwer that he has examin- 
ce all thoſe great men, and that he had 
rather be of the religion of Sock aTEs, 
: PLaTo; TRAJan, Marcus AURELIUs, | 


Cicero, PrIxv, &c. we ought to 
pity him; we ought to pray that 


abuſe the Mahometans, nor the diſci- 


1 os of. Conryucius. We do not rail 
IN.” B 4 aẽlugainſt 


ſiah. In fine, when you have ſeen . 


[24] 


againſt the Jews themſelves though "RY 3 
crucified our Gop; on the contrary 
we converſe with them, and grant 
them extraordinary privileges. What 
reaſon have we then to declaim ſo fu- 
riouſly againſt thoſe who worſhip one 
Gop in conjunction with the Mahome- 
tans, the Chineſe, the Jeus, and us, 5 5 
but do not adopt our n no 
more than thoſe nations: 2 


Ir is * | to — hon there 
came to be ſuch terrible outeries at a 
time when on the one hand there was 
a public ſale of indulgences and bene- 
fices, and on the other biſhops were 

diſpoſſeſſed, and monaſteries plunder- 
ed. Such diſputes as thoſe muſt end in 
a torrent of blood. The point was to | 
maintain, or to ſubvert a power uſurp- 


ed over the libertics of mankind. But | 


we do not find that either my lord BoL- | 
 LINGBROKE, my lord SHAFTSRBURY, | 


1 


or ths . Mr. Pops hid has = 


conſigned the principles of thoſe two 


noble writers to immortality, have at- 


' tempted to meddle with the livings of 


any of the miniſters of the goſpel, Ju- 


RIEU indeed cauſed Ba vl E to be depriv- 


c of his penſion; but the great BAIER 


never ſo much as thought of diminiſhing 
Jon rxu's income. Let us therefore 


live in peace. Let us preach as pure a 


morality as that of the philoſophers 
| worſhippers of one Gop, who agree- 


T ing with us upon this grand principle, 


teach the ſame virtues as we, concern- 
ing which there is no diſpute; but do 
not teach the ſame dogmas which have 


been diſputed theſe ſeventeen hundred 


years, and are — ſo to continue. 
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| DOCTOR AK Ak LA, 
The'1 Por 2 * « Phyſician, | 


OTHING i is more common 
now a days than young ig- 
=» Y. norant authors, who publiſh 
1 avid: illuſtrious names, works very 

unworthy of ſeeing the public ght. 
There are quacks of all kinds. But 

here we have a ſpecial one, who has 
aſſumed the name of Preſident of a 
celebrated academy, to vend his extra- 
ordinary drugs. It is beyond all doubt, 
that the reſpectable preſident is not the 

author of the books attributed to him; 

for this admirable Philoſopher, who 
4 _ 


Q 3% ” 
has diſcord that nature always acts 125 
by the ſunpleſt laws, and who ſo ſagely 
adds, that in all her operations ſhe is 
directed by the principles of oecono- 
my, would have ſaved the few readers, 
capable of underſtanding him, the 
trouble of reading the ſame thing 
twice over in a book intitled his works, 
and that which goes by the name of 
bis letters. A third at leaſt of one of 
his volumes is copied word for word 
from. the other. This great man, ſo 
averſe to quackery, would not have 

impoſed fiftitious letters on the public, 

and eſpecially would not have fallen 

into ſome ſmall miſtakes, which none 5 
Kare be Saler es: 5 


x; VERILY 8 a 20 = 
poſlible for me to believe, that I am 
not biaſſed in the following diſcourſe 
by the private views of my profeſſion. 
But I hope to be excuſed, if I find it 
DE e alittle. 


: © litle hard that this writer r ſhould 


rr 


for he e 1 e He 


would not have phyſicians to be paid” 


| their fee, when unluckily the patient 


does not recover. There is no one, he 


5 ſays, pays a painter that has drawn 


a bad picture. O young man, how 


hard and unjuſt thou art! Did not 
| the duke of ORLEBANSs, regent of 


France, give a moſt magnificent price 


for the dawbing with which Coreer 
pretended to adorn the gallery of 


Palais Royal? Does a client refuſe to 


his care, but not a certain cure: he 


uſes his beſt endeavours ; and he is 


paid for his attendance. And would 
| you then be ſo unreaſonable as to be 
jealous of none but phyſicians?? 


T $HoueD 


tal 


7% 


RY 
1 SHOULD: 9 1 to 8 a 


anſwer. a man would make, that, for 


example, had an annual penſion | of 
twelve hundred ducats for chatteri ng 
about mathematics and metaphyſics, 
for diſſecting two or three toads, and 
for having his picture drawn in his 
doctor's robe and furred cap; if the 
treaſurer was to ſpeak to him thus: 
Sir, we ſhall cut off a hundred * ? 
cats from your ſalary, for having 
wrote that the ſtars are made like mill 
ſtones; a hundred ducats more for 
telling us, that a comet ſhall ſome day 
or another come and rob us of our 
moon, and perhaps carry its bold deſigns = 
againſt the ſun itſelf ; one hundred 
more for imagining that comets made 
of gold and diamonds ſhall fall to the 
ground. You are fined three hundred 
ducats for aſſerting that children are 
| formed by attraction 1 in their mother's 
4 womb, 


4 33 ] 


E womb, that the left eye attracts the 
right leg, &c. We cannot take off 
leſs than four hundred ducats for pre- 


| tending to know the nature of the ſoul 


5 by the means of opium, and by diſ- 
ſecting the heads of giants, &c. &c. 
It is evident that the poor philoſopher 
would, at the end of the account, loſe 


his whole penſion. Would he be then 


pleaſed that we phyſicians ſhould laugh 
at him, and ſhould declare that re- 


| wards belong only to thoſe whoſe writ-. 
ings are of public utility, and not to 


ſuch as are known to the world only 
by the ſingular vanity of e to be Z 
known? ide id; 2 
_ thoughtleſs young man Xs 
| my fellow members of the faculty for 
not being ſufficiently enterprizing. He. 

| pretends that we are indebtcd to mere 7 
accident, and to ſavage nations, for the 
only ſpecifics known to the world, and 
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any. But it 18 proper to er kit; 7 
that experience is the only miſtreſs of 
man in diſcovering the ſalubrious vir- 

| tues of herbs and plants. Hrryo- 


CRATES. BozRHAAvE, Cvrac, and 


Sg NAC, - would. never ſurely have 
gueſſed, merely by ſeeing the Jeſuits 1 
bark, that it could cure the fever, nor 
from the fight of rhubarb chat it had 
a purging quality, nor of poppies that 
they were ſoporiferous. What is com- 
monly called chance or accident, is the 
only means that can lead us to the diſ- 
covery of the properties of plants; 
and the phyſicians can do no more. 
than preſcribe the remedies ſuitable to 
the occaſion. They invent a great 
many medicines by the help of che- 
miſtry; they do not pretend to infalli- 
bility, but they pretend to uſe” their. 
| beſt endeavouts to eaſe and aſſiſt man- 
kind. I would fain know whether 
the OUT — Who makes 0 free 
with 


8 1361 
0 Has eee duns nid 


5 vice to mankind, as he who unexpected 


ly reſcued Marſhal Sans from the jaws | 
of death after the battle of Fontenoy. 
Ou young Logician pretends that 


5 Phyftians ſhould henceforward be only 


empirics, and adviſes them to baniſn 


all theory, What would you ſay of a 


man, who was for employing no ar- 


chlitect to build his houſe, but cally. 


3 bricklayers and maſons to jumble the 
wh ſtones together without order or defign? 
_ Fo gives alſo a very wiſe advice to 

| neglect the ſtudy of anatomy. Here 


| for once we ſhall have the furgeviis un 


our ſide. We are only ſurprized that 


—_— author, who owns ſome ſmall obli- 
gations to the ſurgeons of Montpelier in 


diſorders which required a large ſhare 


cf knowledge in regard to the inward 


ſtructure of the head, and ſome other 
parts of anatomy, ſhews ſo little grati- —- 


4 tude to thoſe gentlemen. | Kent 
. "03 Tur 
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Tux ſame author ſeems ſo itile 
verſed in hiſtory, that mentioning the 
deſign. of rendering the puniſhment of 
criminals of more uſe to the public, 

and of making experiments on their 
bodies, he fays that this project was 

never carried into execution. Thus he 

| ſhews his ignorance of what every body 


knows, viz. that in the reign of Lewis 


XI. the experiment of cutting for the 

ſtone was made for the firſt time in 
France on a condemned criminal; and 
that Queen Anne ordered the firſt eſſay 


of inoculating for the ſmall pox on 


four convicts, not to mention ſeveral 


other inſtances of the like nature. 15 . 
. Bur if our author is wanting a 


knowledge, we muſt own he abun- 
dantly makes up the loſs by the ferti- 
lity of his imagination: he recom- 0 
mends in the quality of a phyſician, 
that we ſhould make uſe of the centri- 
fugal force to cure an apoplexy, and 


whirl 7 


1 37 


whirl: the patient about like a gig. 
The notion indeed is not originally his, 
but he has cloathed it in a new dreſs. g 
body all over with pitch, or to pierce 
his ſkin. with needles. If he ſhould 
ever practiſe phyſic, and propoſe. ſuch 
methods of cure, it is more than pro- 
bable that the patients will follow the 
advice he ee them of not paying the 

i phyſician. 12:3 i air rows 
Bur what is very 1 is, 

that this bitter enemy of the faculty, 


who is for leſſening our fees thus with- 


out mercy, propoſes by way of a leni- 


tive, to ruin our patients. He ordains, 


for he is quite deſpotic, that every 
phyſician ſhould attempt to cure only 


one infirmity, ſo that if a man is trou- 


| bled with the gout, with a fever, with 
| ſore eyes, and a pain in his ear, he 
muſt fee four phyſicians inſtead of one; 
os Pimps he intends alſo. that we 
ſhould 


wo 


IRS 
Me 


9 


ET 

: : 
ay Fe 
* 


„„ 6 
ſhould have each only the fourth part of 


our ordinary retribution. © Now I ſee 

into his deſign: Shortly he will counſel = 
the devotees to have directors for every | 
vice, one for the ſerious ambition of 


toys, another for jealouſy concealed | 


under a rude and i imperious air, ano- 
ther for the paſſion of caballing for 
mere trifles, another for ſtuff 'of the 
like nature. However, let us not di- 


greſs from the ſubject, but return to 
our fellow members of the faculty. 


7. E E beſt phyſician, he ſays, is be who 
llc let. He ſeems to have adopted 5 


this axiom in philoſophy, as much as 


father Canaie did in theology; and yet 
notwithſtanding his averſion to reaſon- 
ing, we ſee he has made profound 
meditations on the art of prolonging : 
life. And in the firſt place he agrees 


with all men of ſenſe, upon which we 


heartily congratulate him, that our 


forefathers lived to the age of iht or 
| nine hundred years, 4 Ar- 


I 


bz ese Ab having found but by 


mis on inveſtigation; and indepen - 


dAentiy of Leibnits, that maturity is not 
the age of full ftrengtb, nor | the age of 
mmanbood, but that this period is death; 
ne propoſes to put back tkis point 
of maturity, in the manner ibat egg 
being baiched. A very fine ſecret! We 
counſel him to have the honour of this 
diſcovery ſecured to him in ſome hen- 
houſes, or by the ent, mee of 
ſome academy. EAN 
hr this account it l appears, 
that if the imaginary letters were writ⸗ 
ten by a preſident, he muſt certainly 


be no other than a preſident of Bedſam; 


1 and that beyond all manner of doubt, 
as we have already obſerved, they muſt 
come from the pen of a young man, 


who wanted to impoſe on the public 


by aſſuming the name of a ſage, re- 
5 * as every body knows, through- 5 
C . 


1 


out all Europe, and Nehd has 6 conſented ; 

to be declared a great man. We have 
been at the carnival in ah, where we 
have ſometimes ſeen harlequin diſguiſed 
in the habit of an archbiſhop; but 
harlequin was ſoon found out by the 
manner he gave his benediction. Sooner 

or later the cheat is known: this recalls 
to my memory one of Fanaiue IB 
fables, LC | 


r 1 . 
8 which the cheat did Plain appear 0 3 


| 36" 4 2511 
| But. ber we bare FOR ears 9 5 


eh 92 "petit bout Foreill ichapph por a 22 
nn ae & bernar. 2. 1 


"_ _ , 
12 is waz. 
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| E F Aber ied afid FEY 9 
I ſitor of the holy faithi, have 
dead the Diatriba of Monſignor Akakia, 
pPhuyſician in ordinary to his holineſs, 

without underſtanding the meaning of 

the word Diatrila, and we found no- 
thing therein contrary to faith nor to 


the decretals. We cannot ſay the ſame 


of the works and letters of a young 
anonymous author, who has diſguiſed 
7 himſelf under the name of a preſident. 
Arx invocating the holy Ghoſt, 


1 we have found 1n the works, that is in 


the quarto of che anonymous writer, a 
great many propoſitions, ſome temera- 


| rious, others ill-ſounding, others here- 


| tical, others bordering upon , hereſy, 
ve therefore condemn them collec- 

5 tively, ſeparately, and reſpectively. 
PARTICULARLY and eſpecially we 
x anathematize the eſſay on Coſmology, 


TY l 400 kJ) = 
in which — blindel N 
by the principles of the ſons of Belial, 
and accuſtomed to find fault with ere = 
thing, inſinuates, contrary to the VN e 
text of Scripture, that it is a fault of 
providence to let b catch Mev; : 
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and in which © F 
gives afterwards to —— chat 
there is no other proof of the exiſtence 
of God, than in Z equal to B C divided 
by A plus B. Now theſe characters 
being taken from the conjuring book, 
and viſibly diabolical, we declare them 
injurious to theauthority of the holy See. 
Axp ſince, according to cuſtom, 
we underſtand not one word of thoſe 
matters which go by the name of phy+ 
ſics, mathematics, dynamics, metaphy- 
ſics, &c. We have given directions to 
the reverend profeſſors of philoſophy 
in the college of Sapienza, to examine 
the books and letters of the young 


neee wrier, and to make a 5 
| faith : 
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22 of the, gage / th 


col lege * ana, __ 


1. Wa declare tas th Jas on the 
7 n Wr re 7 8 
no ſuch thing that we know of as a 
body perfe&tly hard, except it be chick 
ſculls, on which We RAYS in vain Ser : 


” 5 1 to operate. 


, Tux aſſertion, that, the Prada 
0 of — by velocity is always a minimum, 
appears to us falſe ; for the product 1s 


1 ſometimes a maximum, - as LEIBNITZ 
_ thought, and as it has been fince de- 
monſtrated. It ſeems that the young 
author borrowed only half of LX I= 


 N+Tz's idea; and herein we diſcharge 
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him from the imputation of having 5 


taken the intire notion from n: 


NITZ. . 
3e. Ws — moreover to the cen 


ſure which monſignor Ak Ak 14, the 
pope's phyſician, and ſo many others 
have made of the works of the young 
Pſeudonimus, and eſpecially of the Venus 
 Phifica. We adviſe the young author, 
whereſoever he ſhall proceed with his 
wife, if he has one, to the work of 


generation, not to imagine that the 
child is formed in the uterus by the 


means of attraction; and we exhort 
him, if ever he commit a ſin of the 
fleſh, not to envy the ſet of ſnails in 
generation, nor that of toads, and to 
| Imitate leſs FoxyTENnELLE's ſtile, when 
maturity of age ſhall have formed his 


Wr ſhall now examine the letters, 
which we have judged to contain, by 


a twofold and vicious uſe, almoſt all 


that 


[45] 


that is in his works; and we exhort 
him not to vend the ſame commodity 
twice under different names, becauſe 


ttznzis is not — as he OG like ; a 
fair trader. 1552 


| Examination 15 55 La. D 


1 1 12 the firſt Fay the young au- 5 
5 4 ſhould be told that foreknowledge 


s not called preſcience in man; for the 


word preſcience is applied only to the 


C — by which Gop ſees. future 


| events. He ſhould know. the force 


. of tempers, before he ſits down to 
write. It is proper he ſhould know 


that the ſoul does not perceive: her ſelf; 

7 | the ſees objects, but does not ſee her 
ſelf; this is her natural ſtate. The 

PFPoung writer . _ have nd ” 

ed his miſtakes. . 

. os . 

our memory. The young fludent ought to 
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t ; 
kunde that the memory is te faculty of 
retaining ideas, and that without this 
faculty, man could not make himſelf 


ledge, or be capable of conducting him- 


underſtood, nor hardly have any knows = 


ſelf in life, inſomuch that he would be 


quite an idiot: the young man ought 
to conſult his tutors on this ſubje&t. 
ze. Wx are obliged to declare the fol- 
5 W notion ridiculous, namely, that F 
the ſoul is like a body reſtored to its natus. 
ral flate after having been agitated; and 
that thus the foul returns to her ftate of 
contentment or diſtreſs, which is her naru- 
ral - ftuation. The young writer has 
explained himſelf here very ill. Proba- 
bly he meant that every man returns 
to his natural character; that a man, 
for example, after having endeavoured 


to act the philoſopher, returns to his 


ordinary weakneſſes, Gr. But ſuch 
trivial truths ought not to be repeated: . 
it is a miſtake to which youth are inci- 
dent | 


un 


daft, to inge that common things 
1 capable of deriving the character 
— novelty from e of ex- 
on n 

— OUR WOE Nugent is ; mif- 
| ack, when he fays that extent is 
nothing but the perception of the foul. 
f ever he ſhould fall into a right method 
of ſtudy, he Will find that extent is not 
like ſound and colours, which exiſt only 


In our ſenſations; but that, it exiſts i in- 


dependently of our ſenſations, as a 3 
5 e makes it to exiſt. © 
P'. Wirn regard to the German 
nation, whom he undervalues, and 
treats in equivalent terms as a weak 


people, this appears to us both un- 


grateful and unjuſt. Nor is he only 


maiiſtaken, he is defective in good breed- 
55 ing; perhaps he might have imagined 


ne invented ſomething after LEI ENI TZ, 
but we 1 87 * young man it 


141 


was not he that imented gunpon'-\ 
der. 3 X 
. Wr are afraid leſt the author 
ſhould inſpire his fellow ſtudents with 
ſome flight inclination of ſearching | 
after the philoſopher's 8 one ; 3 for he 
ſays, in whatever light we. confider 1 
we cannot prove the impaſſibi lity of _ * 
We acknowledge that he allows it to 
be a great folly to ſpend one's fortune 
in the purſuit; but, as when he is 
ſpeaking of the ſum of happineſs, he 
ſays that the Chriſtian religion cannot 
be demonſtrated, and yet great num- 
bers of people make profeſſion of it: 
by a much ſtronger reaſon a few per- | 
ſons might ſpend their eſtates in the 

| purſuit of the great ſecret, ſince it is 

| poſſible, according to him, to find i. 
PS. paſs over ſeveral things in 
ſilence, which would tire the patience 
of the reader, and the — ol 
of the e inquiſitor ; but we think he 


will | 


1 
19 * 
199 
h 71 

3 


Nai 
1 9 


[49]. 


1 be greatly. 8 to hear that 
your young ſtudent wants | abſolutely 
do diſſect the brains of giants twelve 
| feet high, and habited like men, but 
wearing tails like quadrupeds, in order 
to dive into the nature of the human 


| underſtanding; that with opium and 


dreaming he modifies the brain; that 
ha can cauſe eels with or without ſpawn 
to be engendered by oatmeal and wa- 


Z ter, and other fiſh with SN ains of 


corn. This we mention only to di- 
vert the inquiſitor. 
ge. Bur his inquiſitorial reverence 


: will langh no longer, when he hears 


that every man may become a pro- 
pet; for the author finds no more 
difficulty in ſeeing future than paſt 
events. He acknowledges that the 
reaſons in favour of judicial aſtrology, 


are as ſtrong as thoſe againſt it. Af- 


terwards he affirms, that the percepti- 


| ons of the time paſt, preſent, and fu- 


e e ture, 


FFP Ee be ES 


en 


ture, differ only in the degree of the 5 
activity of the ſoul. He hopes that 
a little more um and exalting of 
the imagination will help to point out : 
things to come, as the memory ſhews 
| thoſe that are paſt : we unanimouſly 
judge, that his brain is greatly exalted, 
and he is very near being a prophet. 
We do not know whether he will be a 


prophet in his own country, or whe- 


ther he will be one of the greater or 
leſſer prophets ; but we are afraid he 7 
will propheſy nothing that is good; 
fince in his treatiſe of happineſs he 
ſpeaks only of affliction ; particularly 
he ſays, that all fools are unhappy. 
To all thoſe who are ſuch, we paſs a 
compliment of condolence ; but if his 
exalted ſoul has ſeen into futurity, has 
not ſhe perceived a ner 888 of | 
| ade?" 10 
'. He appears to have a dere of 
going to the Terra Auftralis, tho up- 
on . his book one would be 
tempted N 


[51 ) 

tempted to think that he is come from 
thence; and yet he does not ſeem to 
know any thing of the diſcovery long 
ſince made, of the land of Frederic 
Henry, ſituate beyond the fortieth de- 

gree of ſouthern latitude. But we give 


a him fair notice, that if inſtead of going 


| to the Terra Auſtralis, he has a mind 
to fail directly under the Arctic pole, 


he ſhall embark by himſelf. He ought. 


alſo to be informed for certain, that 
if he can compaſs, as he pretends he 


can, to make a hole, which ſhould 

reach to the center of the earth, where 
probably he wants to hide himſelf. 

thro' ſhame of having advanced ſuch 


_ nonſenſe, he will not be followed into 
his ſubterraneous receſs farther than 
0 under the pole. 9, 
10% To conclude, we beg that Doc- 
tor a will preſcribe ſome cool- 
ing ptiſanes for him ; we likewiſe ex- 
hort him to ſtudy in ſome univerſity, 
and N to dnn himſelf modeſtly. 
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„„ 
If ever any mathematicians ſhould 
be ſent towards Finland, to rectify, if 5 
poſſible, by meaſurement, what Ngw= 
ron has diſcovered by his ſublime 
theory of gravitation ; and if he ſhould 
be appointed one of the company, let 
him not ſeek every opportunity of raiſ- 
ing himſelf above his companions ; let 
him not be ſo vain as to have his pic- 
ture drawn in the attitude of a man 
flattening the earth by himſelf, as 
Aru As is painted ſupporting the hea- 
vens, juſt as if the whole ſyſtem of 
the univerſe had been changed, be- 
eauſe he had been to divert himſelf in 


a town where there is a Swediſh gari- 


ſon; let him not upon every occaſion, 
whether to the purpoſe or not, men- 
tion the polar circle. Fe 5x 
Ir any of his comrades ſhould: pro- : 
poſe in a friendly manner a different 
opinion from his, if he ſhould have 
the confidence to tell him that he' builds 5 
upon the authority of LEIEXI TZ, and 


ſome other ee, if he ſhould 
8 parit- 1 


„ ImH © 
particularly ſhew him a letter of LI. 

vz, and formally - contradict out 

young ſtudent, let him not imagine, 


without any reflexion, nor publiſh to 


forged a letter of Lx INIT to rob him 


| of the glory of being an original. 


Lx him not boaſt of the error into 


which he is fallen, in regard to a point 


of dynamics abſolutely of no uſe in 
Practice, as of an admirable diſcovery.” 
Ir this-comrade, after having com- 


municated his work to him ſeveral 


with great politeneſs. and diſcretion, 

2 4 genen with a upon him, 
mould print it by his conſent, let him 

take care not to cenſure this work af- 


ter wards as a crime of acndemical * 
| treaſon. 6 "A 
Ix this abi hes chi to 
him ſeveral times that he was poſſeſſed 


of the letter of LX INI TE, as well as 


ſeveral others of a perſon deceaſed, let 
neprant N Bhs not 
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A 8 
not the young ſtudent convert them 


to malicious purpoſes; let him not 
make uſe of almoſt the ſame artifices 
as a certain perſon did againſt the 
Mairans;' the Cassini's, and other 
real philoſophers; let him not in afri- 
volous diſpute” require that a man 
ſhould riſe from the dead to prove, : 
for no manner of purpoſe, 8 
ſmall hand in one of LEIENVITzs ü 
letters, but let him reſerve this miracle 
for the time he intends to propheſy; let 
him not bring other people into queſ- 
tion in a ſilly quarrel which his vanity 
would fain render important; and let 

him not make the Gods interpoſe in a 
war of rats and frogs: let him not write 
letters upon lettersto a great princeſs to 
compel his adverſary to be ſilent, and 

to tie up his hands in order to aſſaſſi- : 
nate him at his leiſure. „„ E1n 
Lr him not, in a wretched diſpute N 
about dynamics, ſhew. his academical 


. nn in ſummoning a profeſſor to 
| 1 — 8 


! 


5 pe - before - tins" within: a month; 
let him not cauſe him to be out-lawed 


_— perſon that has made an attempt 
upon his glory, as a G of letters 
and as an impoſtor, eſpecially when it 

zs evident that the letters attributed to 
Leibnitx are really that great man's, 
and it is fully proved that the letters 


. under the name of a preſident, were no 


5 more received from his correſpondents, 
than read by the public. 5 
Lr him not endeavour to deprive 


„ any man of the liberty of making a juſt 
defence; let him reflect that a perſon 


who is in the wrong, and has a mind 
— diſgrace. him who is in the right, 5 
diſgraces himſelf. 
Le him believe that all men of let 
ters are een and he ſhall gain by that Fg 
- equality. 
EBT 1. never think of * infiſting char 
: nothing be printed without his order. 
Wr finiſh with exhorting him to 
enter rather into ſerious ſtudies than 
vain 


U 56 * 
* cabals 3 for what a man ey” litte- 


rature gains by intrigue, he loſes in . 


Point of genius, juſt as in mechanics, 


what is gained in time is loſt in force, 


We have ſeen but too many inſtances 
of young people, who have begun 
with giving great hopes from their in- 


genious compoſitions, and have finih- _ 


ed at length with writing nothing but 
ſtuff and nonſenſe, becauſe they want- 


ed to be great courtiers inſtead of being 
able writers, becauſe they ſubſtituted _ 
vanity in the place of ſtudy, and diſſi- 
| pation, which debilitates the under= 
ſtanding to reflection which | ſtrengthens ; | 


itz; they have been praiſed, and they have 
ceaſed to be praiſe worthy; they have 
been rewarded ; and they have ceaſed 
to merit rewards; they wanted to make 
a figure; and they loſt even their exiſt- 
ence; for when a fum of exrors in an N 
author is equal to a ſum of impertinen- 
ces, e 185 . to bis exiſtenae. 
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